
 The following resolution will be moved at the Annual General Meeting on 
Tuesday 23 October 2007: 
  
That the annual subscription to the Branch be $20 per person and visitor door charge 
$3, to take effect from Monday 12 November 2007. 
  
Explanatory Note 
  
There has been no increase in membership fees for 5 years. During that time there 
has been a quantum leap in the Branch resources acquired and the package of 
activities and networks now available to members.  On closer examination of the 
accounts for the current financial year, a number of  factors need to be considered 
including inflation over that period and in the future, the added value of our activities 
and resources, and the limits on surplus income to add further resources to our 
collection. There has also been a downturn in successful grant applications. Any 
increase in subscription rates in practice need to be well in advance of the upcoming 
financial year to enable us to have new membership promotions around late 
July/August, and with such a large membership start the task of renewals before the 
new financial year commences. Furthermore, the forthcoming legal changes to the 
charitable status regime of community organisations and a need for national 
registration will mean a change in our financial year. It is quite possible therefore 
that the next AGM may be up to 15 -18 months away and we cannot afford  to wait 
that long to consider a subscription increase.  
 
Having a single membership fee simplifies the accounting and collection procedures 
and for what in practice is only a small saving on a double membership for those 
members and no saving to the Branch in these days of electronic distribution of 
newsletters.  A date of 12 November 2007 is proposed for the new rates to be effective 
to allow those who have not yet renewed their subscription to benefit from paying at 
the old rate. 
  


